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Ezex1BL ix. 4. 


And the Lord ſaid unto him, Go FO the 
 midſ} of the city, through the midſt of Jeruſa- 
lem, and ſet @ mark upon the forcheads of” the 
men that ſigh, and that cry for — AO 

. nations that be done in the midſt thereofe 


VERY one who is convinced of the 
truth of religion, and eſpecially they 
who are affected with the love of it, muſt _ 
be deeply concerned when men deſpiſe it, 
and do not live under the influenee of its 
precepts. To forget God, and lightly to 
eſteem the Rock of their Salvation, ſeems 
to have been the prevailing temper of the 
Jews, before the juſt judgments 'of God 
came upon them. The Lord however, (for 
bis N endureth for be, did not leave 
* ä 8 
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1141 
himſelf without a witneſs ; but raiſed up 
and commiſſioned Ezekiel, this great pro- 
phet, to teſtify againſt their ſins, and warn 
them of their danger. Deeply affected with. 
their ſin, and the judgments of God, the 
natural conſequence of it, he fpared no 


pains to reclaim them: But their violence 


and outrage obliged the preacher to give 
over his faithful admonitions, and leave 


them to that fevere ſermon which the king. 
of Babylon's army ſhould preach to them 


in the deſtruction of both city and temple. 


Being, however, aflifted in an extraordina- 
ry manner by the fpirit of God, he direct- 


ed thoſe, who in the integrity of their heart, 
inquired after their duty : He encouraged 
the handful of godly ones, who, though 
innocent, were made ſharers of the general 
calamity, and carried captive to Babylon. 


He comforted them with the hopes of deli- 
verance, or with what was infinitely bet- 


ter, the divine favour and aſſiſtance to bear 
the hardeſt ſufferings, The words of the 


text point out the ſecurity of the godly, 


and the certain deſtruction of the wicked: 


„ And the Lord ſaid unto him,” viz. to 


Jeſus, the angel of the covenant, the man 


cloathed with . an emblem of peace, 
| 3 Go 
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E 
66 Go through the midſt of the city, thro* 
the midſt of jeruſalem, and ſet a mark 
4 upon the forcheads of the men that ſigh, 
and that cry for all the abominations that 


% be done in the midſt thereof.” 1 
In diſcourſing upon this affecting cubs 


ject, it is viopoſed to point out forme of 


thofe leading viees for which the people of 
God did mourn, and for which the judg- 
ments of heaven came upon the Jews. 
24ly, To ſhow that it is the duty of all 

the ſervants of Jefus Chriſt to bear witneſs 
againſt the fins, and mourn for the abo- 
minations of their own times. | 

2dly, That ſuch a conduct! 18 acceptable 
to God. 

Laſily, That it is the beſt mean of deli- 
verance from public calamities. 

1. Ir was propoſed to lay before you a 
ſhort view of thoſe leading vices for which 


dlivine vengeance came upon the Jews ; and 


may that ſame fpirit which actuatetli the 
children of God in every age, aſſiſt in the 
attempt, and influence all of us, where we 
find their ſins and ours ſimilar, to take 
warning, repent and turn unto the Lord, 
not feignedly, but with the whole heart. 
1%, They were notoriouſly guilty in re- 


gard to the firſt * of the law: They 


moſt 


r 


1 
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E 
moſt ungratefully forgot God their maker, 


and wantonly ſorſook the Rock of their 
Salvation: They called in queſtion the 
power and goodncſs of that God who dri- 


ed up the Red Sea before them; who led 
them through the wilderneſs by the cloud 
of his preſence; who made mighty kings 


and great armies to fly before them: They 


loathed angels food, and hungered after 


the ſumptuous fare of Egypt: They chu- 


ſed rather to return back into bondage un- 
der the direction of the golden calf, than 
to be conducted to a Canaan of liberty by 


Jehovah the God of heaven. The heathen 
idolatry, they were fond of to diſtraction; 


and ſaid to the works of their own hands, 
Theſe be thy gods, O Iſracl. They imitated 
the worſt of idolaters, the Phenicians and 
Egyptians, among whom they, had been 
ſlaves. This is evident from that viſion 
which Ezekiel ſaw when the Lord brought 
him into the inner court of the Lord's 
houſe: „ Behold,” ſaith he, at the door 
« of the temple of the Lord, between the 
« porch and the altar, were about five and 
« twenty men with their backs toward the 


« temple of the Lord, and their faces toward 


_ « the eaſt, and they worſhippcd the fun.” 
This 


* 

This was a direct violation of the moſt juſt 
law of God, in which they were forbidden 
to worſhip or. bow down to any ſimilitude 
or figure upon earth, or to lift up their 
eyes to pay divine honours to the fun or 
ſtars : But alas! the knowledge of the di- 
vine law ſerved only to improve their wic- 

edneſs, and the light which was in them 
being darkened,they became ſevenfold more 
the children of darkneſs than the unenlight- 
ned nations around them. 

Had this been only amongſt the loweſt 
of the people, the rude and the ignorant, 
in that caſe there would have been ſome 
ſhadow of excuſe, becauſe in general the 
very low and illiterate part of mankind is 
more abandoned in every country. But 
this was fo far from being the preſent caſe, 
That it was the ancients of the houſe of Iſ- 
rael, thoſe from whom better things might 

have been expected, and from whom the 
Spirit of God claimed higher improve- 
ments; I will get me unto the great 
« men,” faith the prophet, <4 and will 
« ſpeak unto them, for they have known 

the way of the Lord, and the judgment 
Hof their God.” 1 theſe have altoge- 
5 ther 
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ther broken the yoke, and burſt the bonds. 
According to their knowledge and influ- 
ente in the world, they were ſo much the 


more obſtinate. Thoſe very princes and 


nobles, who ſhould have been an example 
of piety towards God, and the guardians 


of true religion, ruined the common peo- 


ple by their bad example: They became 


votaries of idols, and the worſt of res 


Againſt the God of Iſrael. 
But tho? idolatry of. chis kind cannot he 
charged upon us, yet human nature remains 


uncured, and vice hath only taken a diffe- 


rent channel. The age is not idolatrous, 


but it abounds. in Atheiſm, or with yhat is 
not much better 3 Deiſm. 1 The number .of 
thoſe, who deny all natural as well as all 


revealed religion, is very great; and becauſe 
human nature, -ſeparated from the divine, 
is weak and unable to ſupport itſelf, they 


ſtrain every nerve to gain, proſylites to their 
cauſe, in order to fortify themſelves a 


God and their own, conſcience. 1 
What, pains do. theſe workers, of. iniquity 

+ 6 to, paiut vice in the amiahle. habit of 

virtue? How. do they extol her charms;? 


What. baits; do. they throw;out to catch the 
imple? and the . of righteous men, 


which 


5% 
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which they cannot gain by gentler methods, 
they endeavour to ſtorm. They leave no 
ſtone unturned to extinguiſh all difference 
between good and evil, and to make men 
diſſolute: They tell them, for a man to have 
a tender conſcience, an awful ſenſe of di- 
vine omniſcience, and a belief of a future 
judgment, is to be a ſlave to the prejudice 
of education. If once a man would break 
through theſe, and make uſe of his native 
freedom, he would no longer be confined 
by thoſe ſcar-crows, and idle tales of nur- 
ſes and mothers, and prieſts. Theſe cham- 
pions of hell would make us believe, that 
free⸗thinking, and to ſpeak and act with- 
dut controul, is the perfection of human 
nature, and none but fools deny themſelves 
that privilege. 

They ſay, the law of reaſon, and the pre- 


cepts of the goſpel, are only calculated for 


thoſe who have not ſeen the world: Such 
niceties and rules are only for thoſe who 
have lived all their days at home, whole is 


deas are as confined as theirgravels: Byt E- 


a man would riſe i in the world, he ſhould 


| throw off all theſe whims ; improve his ad- 
vantages, acquire riches, climb up to ho- 


nours and preferments by every method, 
B without 
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without regard to the dictates of reaſon or 
conſcience. Were men of this ſad charac- 

ter, confined to a corner, or were thex 
the loweſt of the people, the judgments # 
of God would be leſs alarming ; but alas 
it is not the poor who have not known the 
way of the Lord, nor the judgments of their 

God, but thoſe of higher ranks, and of ns 7 
fineſt talents. Y 

Tell me ye who fear God, Is it not a 

judgment upon a land when her leaders 
cauſe her to err? When they proftitute the 
fineſt natural parts, the beſt gifts, the high- 
eſt improvements of ſcience, to blaſpheme 
God, and corrupt the mofals of men. How | 


et 
> 
——— — 
——— — - * 


| many elaborate volumns, ſince the begin- 
| | ning of the laſt century, have come into the 
world, intentionally written to reproach the 
| goſpel of Chriſt, to redicule the myſteries of 
our divine religion, and to provoke the 
= {pirit of God : When judges are extortion- 
li ers, and nobles oppreſſors; when they join 
| B houſe to houſe, lay field to field, till there 
| | be no place, that they may be placed alone 4 
| upon the earth, (I mention the latter, be- 4 
cauſe they are linked in one chain with the 9 


former), againſt ſuch there is a woe pro- 
nounced; For their ſakes the land doth 
= þ * mourn, 
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„ mourn, and many houſes. ſhall be defo- 
4 late , even great and fair, without inha- 
* bitant.” Let ſuch know, if there is a 
time to ſin, and to dare divine juſtice, there 
mult be a time for puniſhment. 


If God is governor and judge of the - 


world, there muſt be room for the diſplay 
of luis perfections at a future bar. If his 
own children are making progreſs from 


grace to glory, and advancing to the joy» . 


ful period, when their faith ſhall be changed 
into viſion, the others, in their courſe of 
finning, become ripe for judgment. 
Another leading crime charged upon the 
Jews beſore the judgments of God came 
upon them, was, the ſcandalous lives of their 
prieſts and prophets: They made it their 
chief concern to pleaſe men inſtead of ap- 
proving themſelves unio the living God. 
Upon the firſt tranſgreſſion of the: divine 
law all intercourſe between heaven and 
earth was ſhut up: The glorious God be- 
came inacceſſible to ſinful man; a mediator 
and an atonement therefore became neceſſa- 
ry, otherwiſe man muſt have periſhed for 
ever. Jeſus Chriſt the ſon of God, conde- 
{cended to become both the one and the 


other: This is moſt obvious from the words. 
of 


18 | * 1 4 fl A 
wy . 1 = _— Ow 6 _ —_— al 
C W 8 bo _ T = 


— 


—— —— — — — 


* 


. ! ] .E.. AB Dn ee Ee A 


„ 


of the apoſtle Paul to Timothy, * « For 
e there is one God and one mediator be- 
% tween God and man, the man Chriſt 
« Jeſus, who gave himſelf a ranſom for all, 
« to be teſtified in due time.“ But as it 
did not conſiſt with the plan of infinite 


wiſdom that the ſon of God ſhould imme- 


diately appear upon earth, he behoved to 
be repreſented to the faith of his own peo- 
ple, as the lamb of God- ſhin from the 
foundation of the world; becauſe without 
the ſhedding of blood there could be no 
hope of remiſſion, no faith in God, guilt 
and miſery having made ſuch deep impreſ- 


ſions upon the foul of man, without Thoſe 


ſenſible ſymbols and repreſentations of the. 
atonement to be made in due time by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, that faith and hope could ne- 
ver have been kept alive. Beſides this, 


all thoſe predictions relative to the incar- 


nation of the ſon of God, his ſufferings, 


death, reſurrection, and afcenfion into hea- 


ven, behoved to be fully accompliſhed 


before Jeſus himfelf ſhould appear in per- 


ſon. It was neceſſary then, that one or 
more of his miniſters, as their imperfect 


Fate, and his glorious perſon did require, 


fhould 
® x Exile, ji. LE) 6. 
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ſhould repreſent him upon earth. Accord 
ingly God commanded Moſes to conſecrate 
and ſet apart Aaron and his ſons to repre- 
ſent the ſon of God, to come near unto the 
Lord, and to miniſter in holy things. Tou 


ſee then their office was moſt ſacred, anel 


that the greateſt circumſpection and holi- 
neſs in heart and life was neceſſary in the 


diſcharge of it. The ſacred oracles are re- 


plete with injunctions to God's miniſters to 
be holy, and to be examples to the people. 
Thus when God had given directions to 
Moſes about the people in Exodus *, he 
gives a particular charge to the prieſts; 
« And let the prieſts 46s; who come near to 
the Lord, ſanctify themſelves, leſt the Lord 
* break forth upon them.” Jeſus Chriſt 
having taken to himſelf the character of 
King of Iſrael, and the alone head and go- 
vernor of his church, theſe were as his mi- 
niſters of ſtate, by whom he executed his 
commiſſions among men, by whom he chu- 
ſed to inſtruct the world.  __ 
Mankind in all ages have Formed their 
ideas of a prince by thoſe who repreſented 
his-perſon. Whit opinion would that court 
form of a Kin g. whoſe embaſſadors were 
5 eee I men 
* Exod. xix. 22. 


5 L 
men of no candour, no faith, no principle? 
who were indifferent whether their maſters 
intereſt proſpered, or ſunk into oblivion ? 


Surely ſuch men would be eſteemed trai- 


tors, impeached of high treaſon, and doom- 
ed to everlaſting infamy. Much more in- 
famous are thoſe who take upon them the 
high character of the miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and neglect the cauſe of God. No- 


thing can be a greater contradiction in mo- 


rality, nothing ſo groſs or abſurd as an 

immoral teacher, a preacher of righteouſ- 
neſs, a practiſer of vice; Tell it not in 
Gath, publiſh it not in the ſtreets. of Aſ- 


4 kelon.” No character more odious in the 


ſight of God; no character more juſtly de- 
teſted by good men; nothing has a more 


malignant influence on religion; nothing 


ſo powerfully prevents the progreſs of the 


kingdom of Chriſt. This appears ſuffici- 
ently evident from tlie vicious teachers a- 


mong the Jews ; particularly in that in- 
ſtance of Eli's ſons. The ſin of the young 
men was very great before the Lord, for 


on account of it men abhorred the offer- 


ing of the Lord. There cannot be a great- 
er judgment upon a nation than the im- 
morality of its public teachers. When 

| they 


L 99, 1 
they are ambitious, worldly-minded, and 


careleſs about the great concerns of eter- 


nity, it is moſt provoking to God, and de- 


ſtructive of all good order in ſociety. The 


ſpirit of God is ſaid to walk in the midſt of 


the golden candleſticks ; that is, the church 


of Chriſt, and her teachers, in the prophe- 
tic ſtyle, are called ſtars, to denote their 
knowledge of divine things, and that pu- 
rity and holineſs which ought to ſhine 


through the whole of their life and doc- 


trine. But when they act inconſiſtently, 
and negle& their own ſouls, and thoſe of 
others, the ſpirit, their only guide thus 
provoked, returns to heaven, carries with 
him his abuſed grace, and leaves the church 
all dark and deformed, as a ruined temple, 


in which he will no longer dwell. This 


obſervation is confirmed by the verſe pre- 


ceding my text, The glory of the God 


« of Ifracl was gone up from the cherub 


4 whereupon he was to the threſhold of the 


« houſe.” The brightneſs of the glory of 
God, not his unvailed: glory, which is the 
light of the upper temple, for that is inac- 
ceffible ro mortals upon earth, but a ſenſi- 
ble manifeftation of it, comprehending in 


it Unt mercy and truth which continually 
ſurrounded 


II oY ] 


ſurrounded the throne of Jeſus. This Was 
that glory which did ſhine between the two 
cherubims above the mercy- ſeat, and was 
the diſtinguiſhing honour of the Jewiſh na- 
tion, and the comfort of the Jewiſh wor- 
ſhippers : This glory is that which was pro- 
miſed in covenant ; a glory which enlight- 
ens the dark and invigorates the dead ſoul. 

The manner in which the glory of God 
departed from the temple is ſtriking: It 
did not diſappear all at once; but as the 
declining ſun gradually withdraws his 
light, ſo the divine glory departed from 
the cherub, then to the threſhold of the 
door; and at laſt, when they ſaid in their 
hearts, they would not have this man thy 
reign over them, it was totally extinguiſh- 

ed. Was this the fault of the Jewiſh Rab- 
bies alone? Is the Chriſtian miniſtry clear 
in this matter? Have there not been, are 
chere not ſtill thoſe watchmen, who are 
blind, ignorant, dumb dogs that cannot, 
or will not bark, to frighten the wolf, or 
awaken the ſheep ? Alas! the force of 
truth, and the ſad experience of former a- 
ges, will extort a confeſſion, they were not. 
the Jewiſh ſcribes alone whoſe. works: were 
inconſiſtent with their doctrine; 5 they 

+ | were 
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Were not the Heathen moraliſts vaily; as 
taught one thing and lived another. Too 
many preachers of the goſpel help to keep 
them in countenance, while their private 
life is a contradiction to their public le 
| ſons: O that all of us, both miniſters and 
people, might remember our faults" this 
day, and turn unto the Lord with our 
whole heart! O that all who aſpire after 
this ſacred office, might have thoſe excel 
lent qualifications of Apollos, recorded in 
the Adts of the A poſtles, who was fervent 
in Hari, couragious in the ſervice of the 

goſpel, eloquent and mighty in the ſcrip- 
ta What he knew he zealouſly taught; 
what he did not know, he had humility e- 
nough to learn even from his inferiors. 
Another vice we find charged upon the 
| J ews, was their abuſe of the Sabbath. From 
che beginning of the world God appropri- 
ated the ſeventh part of our time for his 
more immediate ſervice. This is moſt ob- 
vious, not only from the poſitive inſtitu- 
tion of the Sabbath, but from all thoſe con- 
curring events of divine providence. In 
the hjſtory of that people we find them of- 
ten Ned to dangers, enſlaved by barbæ- 
rous Hations, travelling in a wilderneſs, 
| C enen 


is 


Gatroueiied by their natural enemies, and 


when planted in the land of promiſe, they 


were often called up to worſhip at Jeruſa- 
lem upon the Sabbath, and obliged to leave 
their country defenceleſs; yet how remark- 
able is it, that as long as they performed 
their duty, and obſerved the divine pre- 


_ cept, God, as it were, bound up the hands 


of all their enemies, that not ſo much as a 
dog moved his tongue againſt them. The 
divine jealouſy relative to the devout ob- 


ſervance of this day is abundantly evident, 


not only from the poſitive inſtitution, and 


the concurring events of divine providence, 


but from thoſe rewards and puniſhments 
annexed to the performance or neglect of 
their duty: If thou turn away thy foot 
« from the Sabbath, from doing thy plea- 
« ſure on my holy day, and call the Sab- 
cc bath a delight, the holy of the Lord, ho- 
„ nourable, and ſhalt honour him, not do- 
„ing thine own ways, nor finding thine 
«.own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own 
words, then ſhalt thou delight thyſelf in 
« the Lord, and I will cauſe thee to ride 
„upon the high places of the earth, and 


feed thee with the heritage of Jaqab thy 
2" * father, for the mouth of the Lord hath 


66 ſpoken 


a * 
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« ſpoken it.” But did they harken to the 
voice of the Lord? did they obey the pre- 
cept? Alas! no: like moſt other things 
which belonged to their peace it was hid 
from their eyes. Nothing was ſuch a bur- 
den to them as the Sabbath; they called it 
a wearineſs, ſaying. When will the new; 
* moon be gone, that we may ſell corn; 
* and the Sabbath, that we may ſet forth 
*«« wheat.” It was a yoke which galled 
their necks : Thoſe who tied up their hands. 
from their ordinary employment had no 
delight in the duty, but ſpent the day as 
the fick paſlenger at ſea every moment 
wiſhing for land. If they aſſembled them- 
{elves for the ſanctuary ſervice, it was that 
they might violate the law,. and polute that 
holy place; hence is that complaint of the 
ſpirit of God in * Ezekiel, Her prieſts 
„have violated my law, and have proſa- 
ned mine holy things; they have put no 
<« difference between the holy and profane, 
neither have they ſhowed difference be- 
<«« tween the unclean and the clean; and 
« have hid their eyes from my Sabbaths, 
« and I am profaned among them.“ 
Are Chriſtians innocent in this matter ? 
NI; : 
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Alas! no: The ſimilarity is greater, and 
our guilt is more aggravated in this than 
in all the former ſins, the clear day of goſ- 
pel light, with all its advantages, being 


added to the account. The reſurrection of 


Jeſus from the dead upon the firſt day of 
the week; the diſcharge he received in our 
name from the Father; and his triumph 
over all enemies, are events which will 
never drop from the minds of his true dif- 
ciples, nor ever fail to animate their ſouls 
with fervent devotion, while they ſerve to 

aggravate the guilt of thoſe who deſpiſe 
the Chriſtian Sabbath. 

Do not moſt modern Chriſtians, t ſoon; 


as they depart from the houſe of God, en- 


ter upon unprofitable diſcourſe ? run to 
the fields to find their on pleaſure, to the 
entire neglect of meditation and prayer in 
the cloſet, without which the word preach- 
ed, or other divine inſtitutions, will make 


but little impreſſion upon the heart? But 


you will tell me theſe are trifling offences; 
but I beſeech thee, O finner, to neunter 
this, that for thoſe offences, which the world 


_ eſteem ſmall and trifling, more than half 
mankind periſh everlaſtingly. The inſtan- 
ces of atrocious crimes, ſuch as ſelf- -murder, 


theft, 


. 


„ ] 


theft, and- robbery, are rare, compared to 
covetouſneſs, idle ſwearing, and a contempt 
of the Sabbath. Yet the facred oracles af- 
ſure us, that they who do ſuch things ſhall 
not inherit the kingdom of God, no more 
than the murderer 'or the drunkard. If 
the ſin be ſmall thy guilt is the greater if 
thou doſt commit it, becauſe due leſs the 
temptation the more eaſily it might have 
been reſiſted. It was an aggravation of the 
T raitor” s crime, that he ſold the Son of God 
for ſo ſmall a price as thirty pieces of ſil- 
ver. Wilt thou part with an eternal God, 
becauſe thou wilt not reſtrain thyſelf from 
a little temporary gratification upon the 
Sabbath: Is a little ſin dearer to thee _ 
an eternal hell will be grievous? - 
But if theſe things provoked the divine 
jealouſy, and kindled a fire in the gates of 
the city of Jeruſalem which could not be 
quenched, what has this land to dread/from 
the ſin of thoſe who either ſhut themſelves 
up on the Sabbath, in order to purſue 
their worldly cares and buſineſs upon that 
day, or thoſe who take the alarm by the 
great bell, which doth ſummons the people 1 
of God to the place of devotion, to fly to 1 
the country to * every ſpecies of wic- v" 
kedneſs. 


Viſit 


Fan 1 


- Viſit the tavern, and weep, O my foul, 
for the ſilly vintner decoyed out of his all, 
and excluded heaven for a little worldly 
gain: behold in his dark chambers: the 
clubs of drunkards, like the ſcreech owl, 
flying the lovely ſcenes of day, that they 
may commit: thoſe things for which they 
would bluſh if a child faw them. O my 
« ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret, unto 
c their aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou 
«© united,” becauſe they have made a cove- 
nant with death, and an agreement with hell, 
therefore the overflowing ſcourge ſhall paſs 
through, faith the Lord of Hoſts, and fhalt 
ſweep away their refuge of lies with the be- 
ſom of deſtruction. Theſe remonſtrances 
are not mere invectives, (would to God 


they were), but ſtubborn facts. 


For 4thly, Should we deny theſe fins, the 
judgments of God, their native conſequen- 
ces, which are already lying heavy upon 
us, would demonſtrate to all the world, 
that we lied to God and our own conſci- 
ences. It is well known to thoſe who have 
the ſmalleſt acquaintance with the hiſtory of 
the Jews, that the mode of their worſhip, 
and worldly ſanctuary, was exceeding glo- 


rious 
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rious, adapted to encourage the hope and 


confirm the faith of the worſhipper by ſen- 
ible objects; but when the worſhip was 
corrupted, and the ſanctuary profaned, 


nothing could be more inſipid to a reaſon- 
able mind, or more provoking to a holy 


God. It was when Jereboam had made 
his calves, and ſet the one in Bethel, and 
the other in Dan, that the Lord rent the 
kingdom from the houſe of David: Then 
maſacre and bloodſhed enſued; For in 


e thole days there was no peace to him 
* that went out, nor to him that came in, 
but great vexations were upon all the in- 


% habitants of the countries; and nation 
% was deſtroyed of nation, and city of ci- 
* ty, for God did vex them with all ad- 
«« yer{ity.” Nor is it otherwiſe under the 
Chriſtian ſtate, for it will always be a fa- 
cred truth, that the Lord will be with us 
while we are with him; but if we forſake 
him, he will forſake us. 

The religion of Jeſus, of all vera FROM 
its glorious author and excellent nature, is 


wiſely adapted to promote the welfare of the 


ſtate, and the temporal and eternal felicity 
of the individual. It was to redeem men 
from wrath to come, and make them hap- 
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py in the practice of this holy religion, for 
which Chriſt died; for which he aroſe a- 
gain from the dead; for which he aſcend- 
ed into heaven, and ſoon after ſhewed his 
afflicted diſciples, that though inviſible to 
mortal eyes, he was {till their omnipotent 
protector and benevolent guide: 4 
If diviſions prevail in the church inſtead 
of unity ; if the dagon of a party- ſpirit u- 
ſurp, the throne of the Chriſtian's heart; if 
Zion is in bondage; if her ordinances are 
barren, - theſe mult be the effects of dread- 
ful ſins againſt God; and for theſe things 
ſhould an not be great ſearchings of 
heart? If diſcords diſgrace the great coun- 
{els of the nation; if our civil war ſtill con- 
tinues; if our brethren are callous to peace 
and good government; if we are threaten- 
ed with another powerful enemy; and what 
is worſe than all, if we are determined to 
go on without retrenching our luxury, or 
repenting of our ſins, or being anxious for 
the divine favour and aſſurance of omni- 
potent aid, do we not declare our fin as 
Sodom? and will not the Lord ſay unto 
us, as he did unto a rebellious tribe of If- 
rael, Ephraim is mo to idols; let view | 


4 alone.“ | | 
4 come 


1 
l come now to the ſecond head of difcourſe} 


biz; to ſhe that it is the duty of the peo! 


ple of God t6 mourn for the ſiti of theit 


dyn times: 


_ 1; Wa che divine ll that his people 
| ſhould mourn for the ſins of their anceſtors ; 
4 If they confeſs their iniquity, and the 
« jniquity of their fathers : If their uncir- 
i cumciſed hearts be humbled, then will 
+ remember my covenant:" Nor is 
this without reaſon; we derive thany ad- 
vantages frani our anceſtors; it is but 
reaſonable wo ſouid remeinber their ſins 
againſt our tcominori Parteric and graci- 
ous Redeemer with remorſt . Poſterity 
are part of the ſame body with'their anceſc 
tors; and all the myſtical meinbers of Je- 
ſus, however diſtant the period, however 
remote the climate they lived in; they are all 
meinbers of the ſaine fatnily; they are all u- 
nited by the ſame ſpirit; God will therefore 
have deim concerried for dne another; he 
will have them to take warning by the iniſ⸗ 
darriages of their anceſtors, and to afflict 
their ſouls; that fin inay appear exceeding 
finful: This is abundantly evident from 
that inſtance of the annual faft;-or” day of 
N nen on account of making and wor- 


D ſhipping - 
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dipping the golden calf. The divine com- 
mand was very expreſs, . That he whoſe 
«© ſoul was not afflicted on that day ſnould 
«© be cut off from among his people.” 
Is it a duty then to mourn for the ſins 
of our anceſtors? much more doth it 
become us to bewail preſent guilt. This 
has been the practice of all the diſciples of 
=. Jeſus, in every age. David, a man of re- 
2 markable piety -and goodneſs of heart, 
buathes his foul in tears for the ſins of others. 
| Nothing excited his averſion more than to 
behold men tranſgreſs the divine law: 
1 % Horror,” ſaith he, had taken hold of 
| 4 me, becauſe of the wicked that forſake 
thy law. Rivers of waters run down 
« mine eyes, becauſe they keep not thy 
« ſtatutes.” - Jeremiah, though he lived in 
a diſtant period, was actuated by the ſame (i 
fpirit of grace. Love to his God, love to | 
| the ſouls of men, love to his country, made 
| him weep in ſecret: But not content with 
[ an ordinary degree of ſorrow, he cries in 
I bitter agony of ſoul; Oh that my head 
were waters, and mine eyes a fountain 
| <« of tears, that I might weep day. and 
| « night for the ſlain of the daughter of my 
« people.” Time would fail me to ſpeak 
of Iſaiah, Nehemiah, Ezra, John Baptiſt, 


and 
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and others; all of whom, like the cap- 


tives in Babylon, hanged their harps upon 
the willows. when they remembered Zion 
in bondage. While a profane world ſhews 


its miſery: by its ſmiles, thoſe heaven-born 


ſons diſcover. a ſolemn joy by their tears: 
It yields peace of mind, and hopes of eter- 


nal happineſs. * Bleſſed are they who 
« mourn; for they ſhall be comforted.” 
2. This was the conduct of Jeſus the Sa- 
viour of the world. He became man, that 
he might have tears to ſhed for men: He 
had the moſt intenſe love to God, and there- 
fore the higheſt ſenſe of grief for the diſ- 
honour done unto him. Our grief and in- 
dignation at the ſins of men, and the dis- 
honour done unto the moſt juſt law of God, 
cannot be ſtrong, becauſe our nature is 
corrupted, and we ſee through a falſe me- 


dium. As every object appears diſcolour- 


ed to the diſtempered eye, ſo the depraved 
judgment, and the unbelieving heart of 
man, can neither receive the things of God, 


nor judge aright concerning his . We 
cannot diſcern the holineſs of the divine na- 


ture, nor the rectitude of the divine law, 
until we are born of che ſpirit of God; and 
even after this ſupernatural change, our 

; 1n:quities. 
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iniquities raiſe clouds, and darkneſs, that 
'* we often grop as if we had no eyes, and 
'* ſtumble at noon- day as in the night. But 


the holy Jeſus deſcended from the Father ; 


he was perfectly free of all ſin, had a quick 
underſtanding, and the ardour of his love 


ſenſation of the. ſmalleſt diſhonour done to 
his law, Jeſus was clad with zeal as a 
cloak, and was re gardlcls of thoſe wrongs 
done to his own perſon, in compariſon of 
thoſe pointed at his Father; ** The re- 
« prqaches of them that reproached thee 
1 are fallen upon me*” Chriſt pleaſed not 
himſelf when his Father was injured; but 
chearfully ſubmitted tq the warſt calum- 
nies, and death itſelf, to repair the diſho- 
nour done the divine law, and recover the 
forfeited favqur of God to man.. Grief for 
ſin was part of that atonement which di- 
vine juſtice demanded ; Chriſt therefore 
made full ſatisfaction, by offering an infi- 
nite ſorraw for ſin, which no creature could 
do: Hence it was neceſſary that he ſhould 
become a man of ſorrows, and ined 


| with grief. 


Jeſus was Immanuel, God with us: He 


had: a double relation; one relation to God 
his 


29 1 


his Father, and another to man; nor did 
his divine relation eclipſe or deſtroy his hu- 
man, for he was equally concerned for 
both. His near relation to God raiſed a 
holy emotion in his ſoul for the violation of 
his law; and his ardent affection for man 
made him ſigh in ſpirit, when he ſaw the 
obſtinacy of that generation, which was an 
gye-witneſs to his miracles, and the truth 
of his doctrine, yet tempted Chriſt by de- 
manding a ſign, rather to gratify their-cu- 
rioſity than to confirm their faith. But the 
ſtrangeſt affection that every human nature 
was capable of, may be ſeen in that ſcene 
in the goſpel of Luke, in which the ſon of 
_ God is repreſented weeping over periſhing 
ſinners at Jeruſalem. Surely next to a 
bleeding and dying Redeemer,. this is the 
moſt affecting tragedy that ever appeared 
in the world. Behold the fon of God en- 
tering the capital of his kingdom, ' amidſt 
the acclamations of the multitude : he was 
deaf to their Hoſannahs, and forgot him- 
ſelf, and all his wrongs, great and cruel 
as, they were, and melted into tears, as it 
had been for the calamity of a friend or a 
brother: He burſted forth into the moſt 
pathetic: a and genuine language of undiſ- 
| ſembled 
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ſembled grief: Oh that thou hadſt known, 
even that, at leaſt in this thy day, the 
things that belong to thy peace! Be- 
hold the affection of the ſon of God, O 


Chriſtian, and do thou likewiſe! He is un- 
worthy of the name of Chriſt, who is not 
affected as Chriſt was: none may upon good 
grounds call Chriſt their maſter, unleſs they 
imitate his graces, as well as make a pro- 


feſſion to believe his doctrine. 


3. The angels of God, Wang to 


their perfect and exalted condition, mourn 


for the ſins of men. Thoſe bleſſed ſpirits 
burn with intenſe love to God, and chari- 
ty to man; they rejoice when God is glo- 
rified, and ſinners converted. A multi- 
tude of the heavenly hoſt was with the an- 
gel who firſt publiſhed the news of a Savi- 
our, praiſing God, and ſaying, ** Glory 
to God in the higheſt, and on earth peace, 


good - will towards men.” Our bleſſed 
Lord confirmed this in the application of 


the parable of the loſt ſheep ; ** I ſay unto 
you,“ ſaith Chriſt, © "That Iikewiſe joy 


„ ſhall be in heaven over one ſinner that 
8 repenteth, more than over ninety and 


« nine juſt perſons, who need no repent- 
« ance.” They rejoice at the redemption 


at 


E 


of the world through Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the return of a ſinner to his allegiance, be- 
cauſe their Lord is glorified. They mourn, 
in proportion, for the revolt and rebellion 
of men, becauſe God and his holy law is 
thereby-diſhonoured. We are told, before 
the angels who had a commiſſion to found 
the trumpets, and ſpread devaſtation upon 
the earth for the ſins of men, That there 
«© was ſilenoe in heaven about the ſpace of 
« half an hour.” Thoſe glorious ſtars which 
ſhine in the teme of God, and reſt not 
day nor night to admire and praiſe him 
for his wonderous works, thoſe ſtood mute, 
as the lamps in the ſilent tomb, and won- 
dered that there was no interceſſor: They 
anxiouſly waited for Jeſus, the promiſed 
Deliverer, who ſhould come out of Zion to 
turn away ungodlineſs from jacob, that 
there ſhould be no more curſe. Thoſe 
blefſed- ſpirits cannot behold a God ſo holy, 
ſo glorious, ſo worthy to be loved, without 
regret, when they fec his name abuſed, or 
his authority contemned, nor can ſuch be- 
nevolent ſpirits behold the deſtruction of 
man without concern. Wherefore, O Chriſ- 
tian, ſeeing we are ſurrounded with mil- 
lions of ſpiritual creatures that walk the 
earth 


L 
earth unſeen, and all theſe have the high 
eſt concern for the glory of God, and the 
converſion of man, let us be ſo much the 
more concerned, as our intereſt is greater; 


| I-now go on to thegghird head of dif: 
courſe, which was to {few, that to mourn 
for the ſins of n is a duty — 
to God: 

1. It is the higheſt teſtimony of love to 
God. The ſouls of believers and Chriſt 
are united in ſuch a ſtrong bond of friend- 
ſhip, that nothing befals the one without 
affecting the other : Their bleflings and in- 
juries; their Joys and ſorrows, are cloſely 


donnected by ari indiſſolvable union. True 


love is an exertion of all bur powers for 
the intereſt and happineſs of the perſon \ we 
love: The gracious ſoul rejoiteth in no- 
thirig fo much as iti the glory of God, and 
in the kingdom and power of Chriſt. Like 


John Baptiſt he is willifig to decreaſe that 


Jefus may iricreaſe : Or as Jonathan; who 
would' rather have the crown upon David's 
head than his own; Thou ſhalt be King 
t« over Iſrael, and I ſhall be next-unto 
te thee;” _ Nay, this bleſſed union is ſtrong- 
tr, bectuſe it is ſpiritual: The glory of 

God; 


* 1 Kings xxiii. 17. 


a] 
God, and Jeſus the Saviour, is dearer to 
the gracious ſoul than all other conſidera- 
tions: Neither death; nor life, nor things 
*««, preſent, nor things to come, can ſeparate 
„them.“ Moſes, the meekeſt man upon 
the face of the earth; his affection and love 
to God was ſo ſtrong, that in grief of ſoul 
he brake the tables. of ſtone when he heard 


the name of God blaſphemed, and ſaw a 


calf uſurp the adoration. due to the God of 
heaven. The apoſtle Paul declared to his 
weeping friends, That he was ready not 


% only to be bound at Jeruſalem, but alſo 


© to die for the name of the Lord Jeſus.” 
He-only eſteemeth God as. his king, who 
cannot ſee his law broken without remorſe ; 
and he only loves Jeſus in ſincerity, who 
would prefer impriſonment to an inglori- 
ous liberty, and death rather than a proſ- 
perous life, ſecured by delerting the ſervice 
of Jeſus; and flying that poſt which the 
great Captain of his ſalvation hath. aſſigned 
bim £52 r 
2. It is the higheſt teſtimony of love to 
our neighbours. It ſhews a benevolent 
temper, nay a godlike diſpoſition, to be 
concerned for the temporał welfare of o- 
thers, and render a human being happy- 
F. But 
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But this is only a feather laid in the ſcale 
gainſt talents of gold, compared with the 
concerns of the ſoul, and eternity. It is 
a true love indeed for the intereſt of o- 
thers, which produceth tears of godly ſar- 
row for that wickedneſs which is the ruin 
of the ſoul, which opens the ſluices of di- 
vine vengeance, which makes the judgments 
of God to fall on mankind. Sin is a re- 
proach to a nation. He therefore loves his 
King and his country beſt, and what is 

better tlian all, his God, who is moſt con- 
cerned for that immorality. which draws 
down the judgments of heaven upon a land: 
Cain manifeſted his enmity both to God and 
man, in that-envy he conceived in his heart, 
becauſe his brother's works were ſo good: 
Abel on the contrary demonſtrated his love 
to God, and love to his brother, by that 
heart-felt grief for his works, which were 
ſo bad. It betrays much enmity to others, 

if we can behold them ſtab themſelves to 
the heart, hear them wiſh damnation at 
every word, jeft with eternal flames, and 
run headlong into the bottomleſs gulf, 
without emitting- a ſigh, or hn a 
tear of compaſſion. 


3. FRY: ſuch a conduct we e juſtify God 
and 


K 
and his holy law. When we mourn for 
our own ſins, and thoſe of others, we ac- 
knowledge that the law is good and holy, 
and that God is righteous when he punifh- 
eth men for the tranſgreſſion of it. This 
demonſtrateth, that what is provoking to 
God is a grief to us, and that we delight 
in that which is pleaſing to him: It is an 
evidence that we have an heart of fleſh, 
the nobleſt work af God in the creature. 
A broken and a contrite heart is the beſt 
facrifice, next to that of the Son of God, 
that can ſmoke upon his altar. We may 
mourn for our own ſins, and the miſcon- 
duct of our friends, merely from ſiniſter 
views, becauſe by them our worldly ſchemes 
and hopes have been diſappointed, or we 
have been viſited with ſore afflictions. But 
when we mourn for the prevailing vice of 
the age we hve.in, whether for the church 
of Chriſt in great diſtreſs, or for the decay 
of vital religion, or the contempt of any 
one precept of the goſpel, we do.all in our 
power to repair the diſhonour of God, and 
that reproach caſt upon his. moſt juſt-law.. 
Such a conduct will meet with the divine 
approvation ; “ Thoſe that honour me I 
will honour,” faith the Lord, and they 
« that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed.” 
5 ut 
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But to come to the laſt general head of 
diſcourſe, which was to ſhew, that to 
mourn for the ſins of others is the beſt 
mean af deliverance from public calami- 
tles. 5 | 
1. Thoſe who in ſincerity mourn for the 
fins of others are the true choſen of God, 
and the genuine diſciples of Jeſus, The 
divine character being impreſſed on their 
forehead, they are no more their own but 
bought with a price, even the precious 
dlood of the Redeemer, This is plain from 
the words in my text. And will not God 
provide for the ſafety of his own? As prin- 
ces and generals in thoſe eaſtern countries 
had the names of their ſoldiers impreſſed 
on their foreheads to diſtinguiſh them from 
all others, ſo the Holy Spirit imprinteth a 
new name, as well as a new nature, upon 
all his children, by which they are diſtin- 
guiſhed from the world, which lieth in 
wickedneſs, This was promiſed in cove- 
nant, and typified in the paſſover, part of 
the blood of that ſacrifice was to be ſprink- 
led upon the doors of the houſes of the Iſ- 
raclites, that. the deſtroying angel might 
pals over thoſe marked with blood: So tho 
zath of God will paſs over that foul which 


; 14 is 
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is forinkled with the precious blood of Je 
ſus, the true paſchal lam. 

« To him that overcometh, ith the 
Spirit, „will I give to eat of the hidden 
* manna, and will give unto him a white 
„ ſtone, and in the ſtone a new name 
„ written, which no man knoweth, ſaving 
him that receiveth it.” Again, «+ Him 
that overcometh will I make a pillar in 
the temple of my God, and he ſhall go no 
* more out: And I will write upon him 


the name of my God, and the name of 


, the city of my God, which is New Jeru- 
*« falem, which cometh down out of hea- 
« ven; and ] will write upon him my new 
name.“ Theſe expreſſions plainly point 
out unto us the abſolute dominion of je- 
hovah over all his children, and their in- 


eſtimable privilege in being the ſervants of 
Jeſus Chriſt. When God had. a ſpecial com- 


miſſion to give, or particular favours to be- 
ſtow on any of his ſervants, to theſe he 
ſometimes gave names before their birth ; 
ſuch as Solomon, Wim ths wor ang the 
Meſſiah. 

Burt theſe only revolved it in ſuch a ſig- 
nal manner, becauſe of the ſpecial office 


among men; yet we are certain, that all 


whe 


H 


who mourn for the fins of others in fince- 
= _. rity, do receive this new name, or mark, in 
1 their foreheads: And whatever relation it 
| may bear to others, it is to. themſelves an 
| infallible aſſurance of the divine favour: and 
protection. The conſeience being ſprink · 
led with the blood of Jeſus, and the per- 
1 ſon juſtified, the ſoul is ſealed with the ho- 
; "ly fpirit to the day of redemption, - This 
42 is that mark upon the forehead, or ſeal; 
which the ſpirit of God imprinteth upon 
his ſervants. It is the name of God, their 
maſter, which is put upon them, and by 
this name they conquer their enemies, and 
overcome the world. David, when he en- 
gaged the Philiſtine, the enemy of God, 
and his people, ſaith «©. Thou comeſt to 
ö % me with a ſword, dh with a ſpear, ank 
'Y « with a ſhield; but I come unto 'thee iv 
| „ the name of the Lord of Hoſts, the God 
of the armies of Iſrael, whom thou haſt 
_ « defied,” Again, it is ſaid of the ſaints 
that they overcame by. the blood oi the 
lamb, and the word of their teſtis: y, 
By theſe expreſſions we are taught, that 
they who have the name of God put upon 
them, ſhall be enabled either to ſuffer witi- 
Y out ſin, or they ſhall become more than 
. | | 7 | | | conquerors 
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conquerors through jeſus Chriſt. How 13 
it poſſible they can be overcome? God ta- 
keth his people to himſelf out of all na- 


tions and languages, that they may be un- 


to him for a name, and for a praiſe, and 


for a glory; and will he ever ſuffer any to 


rob him of this treaſure? No: their life and 


— 558 — 1 live ye ſhall hre 
* alſo,” ſaith Jeſus. 
As great nien erect monuments, and 


Pillars „and engrave their name and effi- 


gies upon them, in order to preſerve their 
character, and perpetuate their fame, ſo 


the bleſſed God doth engrave his name 
upon his own children, that they may be 


the living monuments of his glorious grace. 
By this name God will own them at the 
laſt day, and claim them as his property. 
He hath engraven them upon the palms of 
his hands, and ſet them as a ſeal upon his 
leart: He will not then loſe the glory of 
his grace and merey, by allowing Satan, 


his conquered - adyerfary, to reſume his 
former uſurpation. They may be caſt in- 
to the furnace; they may fuffer a little in 


the common calamities; but they ſhall not 
be hurt nor deſtroyed. That arm which 
ö fixed 
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fixed the ſtars, and guides the planets, 18 
ſtretched forth to protect the heirs of ſal- 
vation, and conduct them to glory. Where- 
fore, O Chriſtian, in a day of trial, when 
the chaff is to be fanned from the wheat, 
be more earneſt with heaven, that the name 
of Jeſus may be engraven as a ſeal upon 
thy heart, and the new nature implanted 
in thy ſoul. This will be a ſtedfaſt anchor 
of the ſoul, which will make her ride out 
all ſtorms. This hath often made martyrs 
ling in the midft of flames, while ſpecta- 
tors have melted into tears. This made 
Stephen ſhine as an angel of God, when 
the ſavage multitude ruſhed upon him to 
murder him. The glorious viſion of Chriſt 
at the right hand of God, and his intereſt 
in him, cauſed this noble martyr to remain 
intrepid amidſt the inſtruments of death; 
nor did the ſtones about his ears ſcarcely 
afflict him, when he ſaw his Ravioes n 
* to receive him. | 

To mourn for the ſins of kw is 
to 701 truly humbled under a ſenſe of guilt, 
and this is a mighty bar in the way of the 
judgments of God. To prevent diſeaſes 
by a proper regimen, is always eſteemed 


AS beneficial to mankind as medicine it- 
| ſelf: 


1 
felf: So humility is moſt neceſſary in the 


Chriſtian, in order to prevent the judgments 


of God, which he might otherwiſe expect. 
40 When men are caſt down, he ſhall ſave the 
% humble perfon: On the contrary, pride 


is a preparative for deſtruction. The. high- 


er the mountain, the more it is expoſed to 
the lightning of heaven, A proud heart, 
and an high look, are among thoſe things 
which God hateth: And pride,” faith 
Solomon, ** goeth before deſtruction: and 


„an haughty ſpirit before a fall.” This | 


was one charge which God brought againſt 
the nation of the Jews in the time of Iſaiah 
the prophet; * «* Moreover the Lord faith, 
« Becauſe the daughters of Zion are 
© haughty, and walk with ſtretched-forth 
« necks, and wanton eyes, walking, and 


„ mincing as they go, and making a tink- 


ling with their feet: Therefore the Lord 
will ſmite with a ſcab the crown of the 
head of the daughters of Zion, and with 
all the plagues of the heathen.” Pride, 
as it is a ſpiritual wickedneſs, ſo it affects 
the being and perfections of the glorious 
.God more immediately than moſt other 
ſins; therefore, of all others, divine ven- 
. geance 


® Jfaiah iii. 16, 17. 
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geanee purſueth 3 it moſt hotly. The an gels, 
thoſe morning ftars, no ſooner conceived 
this hideous monſter pride, than they were 
hurled down into perdition without hopes 
of relief. This vice is not leſs deſtructive 
to man: It makes him forget himſelf, and 
rob God of his glory. This is abundantly 
evident in that inſtance of Herod : His 
pomp and power, his wealth and gran- 
deur, ſtole away his heart, and he was 
lifted up to his own deſtruction. Never 
is a mortal nearer his own ruin than when 
he forgets he is mortal. No ſooner had 
this vain man arrogated to himſelf the 
praiſe due to God, than he was diſgraced, 
and worms ſent to render him a terror to 
himſelf, and a nuiſance to all about him. 
On the contrary, humility is the peculi- 
ar grace and ornament of a Chriſtian. It 
was the firſt pattern Chriſt ſet before the 
world for imitation. Pride was the firſt 
attempt to rob God of his glory; and 
Chriſt propoſeth humility as the firſt duty 
to repay the diſhonour of the divine law: 
« For ye know the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
* Chriſt, that though he was rich, yet for 
« your ſakes he became poor, that ye thro? 
« his poverty might be rich.” Humility, as 
| it 


| 6 3 
it was the firſt example of Chriſt's: life, ſo 
it was the firſt leſſon he taught in his doc- 
trine: Learn of me, for I am meek and 
66 lowly 1 in heart.” Never is the human 
ſoul in a better condition to receive the 
lively impreſſions of the holy ſpirit, than 
when her towering imaginations have been 
cait down, and every high thought laid 
low in the duſt. To ſuch the Lord pro- 


miſeth his grace; from ſuch he hath pro- 


miſed to turn away his judgments. In 
that inſtance of Ahab, though he only put 


on the maſk of a penitent, and rent his 


garments without his heart, yet the Lord, 
to ſhew us that he will even encourage an 
appearance of repentance, that he will not 
break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the 
ſmoking flax, he ſuſpended his judgments, 


and reſerved the execution af them until 


the days of Joram, Ahab's ſon: Seeſt 
thou,“ ſaith the Lord to the prophet, 
« how Ahab humbleth himſelf before me ? 
« Becauſe he humbleth himſelf before me, 
« will not bring the evil in his days; 
« but in his ſon's days will I bring the evil 
% upon his houſe.” | 

Allow me to add in the hird place, — 


with this I will conclade the doctrinal part 
of 


1 
of the ſubject, that thoſe who mourn for 
the ſins of others are in covenant with God. 
they have fled to the ſtandard of Jeſus, and 
have embarked in the ſame cauſe with the 
God of heaven. The contract on the part 
of God runs; I will be an enemy unto 
* thine enemies, and an adverſary unto 
« thine adverſaries : for mine angel ſhall 
« go before thee; and he that toucheth 
* thee, toucheth the apple of mine eye.” 
God may ſuffer and bear long with the ſins 
of men, and divine patience may ſeem to 

overlook a multitude of national tranſgreſ- 
ſions; but the wrongs of his people draw 
down immediate vengeance: Their wounds 
| Pierce his heart, and he will ſpeedily a- 
venge his own ele, Divine . patience 
tamely bore the affronts of Cain's wicked 
offerings, until he added to all his former 
crimes the cruel murder of his brother, 
But no ſooner were his hands ſtained with 
the innocent blood of righteous Abel, than 
his conſcience was pierced with the arrows 
of death. * The Lord inſtantly met him, as 
* a bear that is bereayed of her whelps, which 
made him cryin the moſt poignant agonies 
of an awakened conſcience ; My puniſh- 
* ment is greater than I can bear.” This 

- 2 £8 bond 
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bond of union is indiſſolvable, and mutu- 
ally preſerved. On the part of the true 
Chriſtian it runs, * Do not I hate them, 
* O Lord, that hate thee? and am not I 


«« grieved with thoſe that riſe up againſt 


« thee ? I hate them with a perfect hatred ;. 


] count them mine enemies.” When the 


ſoul arrives at thoſe celeſtial heights of com- 
munion and intercourſe with hens when 
thus united to the ſpirit, their intereſt 1s 


mutual, their joys and ſorrows are recipro- ' 
cal. Conſcience within a man is the echo 


of the ſpirit of God, and the ſoul that is 
born from above muſt be deeply affected 
when God is diſhonoured, and .his ſpirit 
grieved. The ſoul thus united to her Ma- 


ker, rejoiceth with the ſpirit, and mourn- 
eth with the ſpirit. Perſons of ſuch a hea- 


venly frame and temper, have much hap- 
pineſs, and many divine promiſes directed 


to them; The Lord knoweth the, up- 


CO right ; and their inheritance ſhall be for e- 
ver: They ſhall natþe aſhamed in the evil 
ce time.” When palenets 
bling of knees, ſhall come upon the wicked; 
when ſinners in Zion are afraid, and fear- 


ſulneſs en the heart of the hypocrite; 
they 


+ Pſalms xxxyii. 18, 19. 


2 Pſatms exxxix. 21, 22. 


of face, and trem- 
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they fear indeed, but it is a godly fear, and 
the ſource of everlaſting 3 OY. They can 
ſay, he who correcteth the nations is our 
Father, and our God: While he maketh 
his judgments to come upon the workers 
of iniquity, he will correct us in merey 
and faithfulneſs. Divine juſtice, and truth, 
which are the terror of wicked men, are a 
ſhield and buckler to the godly. God may, 
and often doth viſit the tranſgreſſions, of his 
own people with a rod, and their iniqui= 
ty with, ſtripes : But he will not take his 
loving kindneſs from them, nor ſuffer his 
faithfulneſs to fail : He will not. break his 
covenant, nor alter the thing that is gone- 
out of his mouth. | 
I will naw 8 all that hath cs 
ſaid with ſome improvement. From the 
foregoing premiſes we onght to make this. 
natural concluſion ; that if it is a duty to. 
' mourn, and be concerned for other mens. 
fins, we ſhould inſtantly prepare ourſelves 
for the performance of it. What great 
reaſon have we to judge and condemn our- 
ſelves in this reſpect. When the enemy 
hath broken in like a flood, where is the 
man who hath hung his harp upon the 


willow ? whoſe eyes have been a fountain 
2 . 


E 
of tears; who hath wept in ſecret, becauſe 
the glory of God is departed ? Alas! the 
mourners for Zion's bondage, for the decay 
of pure and undefiled religion, for thoſe 
triumphant vices, the reproach of our land, 
have been very few: they have been like 
the gleanings of the vintage ; but ſinners in 
Zion have multiplied like weeds in fallow 
ground. If we are determined to remain 
unconcerned for common ins, we may 
lay our actount to be made ſharers of na- 
tional Judgments. | If we will not lay to 
heart'to give glory to God ; if we will not 
repent and do our firſt works ; if we will 
Not do all in our power to ſupport the 
cauſe of Chriſt and his deſpiſed goſpel, God 
will extract honour, and glory, and praiſe, 
to himfelf, from the aſhes of our ruins. 

But to be more particular: this doctrine 
condemns thoſe who ſport with fin; and 
make merry with the wrath to. come. Ir 
is ſdid by Solomon, „That fools make a 
„ mock at fin.” What our tranſlators have 
rendered ' fools, properly ſignifieth Athe- 
ifts. It is a prodigious degree of wick- 
edneſs indeed to ſport with eternal flames ; 
and none but Atheiſts” could do it. To 
mock, and make a jeſt of that which ſtabs 
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tlie heart of God, crucified the Lord of 


glory, and grieves the ſpirit of grace, is 


daring beyond deſeription. O ſtout hearted 


ſinner, how canſt thou outbrave that which 
deſtroys thy immortal, and nobleſt part, 


the ſoul? that for which ghoſts and damn- 


ed ſpirits roar in anguiſh of torments. Be- 
hold what wrecks vice hath made among 
men |! It hath ſtripped man of his glory, 


and happineſs, and reduced him on a le- 
vel with the beaſts that periſh. . Take a 


turn among the tombs, the repoſitories of 


the dead, among coffins and worms, and 
behold the - nauſeous carcaſes, and tell me 


if thou canſt ſeriouſly ſport with that which 


4s the cauſe of ſo much miſchief ? 


There he lies mingled with duſt, and 
half conſumed with worms, who was the 


companion of thy frolicſome youth, and a 
partner of thy ſins ; whoſe aſhes, could 


they ſpeak, would tell thee, how bitter a 
thing it is to depart from the living God. 


Whence cometh pride, the diſturber of hu- 
man ſociety ? Does it ſpring from the cor- 
rupt fountain of the heart? From whence 
come wars, and famines, and peſtilence, 
and devaſtations, in the world ? Come they 
not all from ſin? Is he not therefore a 


monſter 


[ 49 ] 

Monſter of iniquity, who can view all thoſt 
ſcenes of miſery with leſs remorſe, than he 
would do the fictitious ſtabs of an Indian 
prince in a tragedy: Thoſe who eat, and 
drink, and make merry, when the Lord 
God of Hoſts calls to weeping arid mourn- 

ing, he hath declared, that this iniquity 

ſhall not be purged from them till they 
die. | 

2. This doctrine reproveth thoſe who 
make the ſins of other men matter of in- 
vectives againſt them, inſtead of godly ſor- 
row for the diſhonour of the divine law, 
and the ruin to come upon them. It 
is ſometimes not eaſy to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween! the love of God, and the 2 of 
ourſelves. Our reſentment againſt a man's 
offence,undera maſk of piety towards God; 

1 And a coricern for the honour of his law, 

will often be found to be nothing elſe than [| 

that old leaven of ſelf-love ; a deſire of re- _ 
ll 


venge, and a hatred to rhe perſon ſinning ; 
than which nothing can be more odious 
in the eyes of 4 pure and heart-ſearchin ng 
God. The diſciptes of our Lord, from att 
indiſcreet zeal, were ready to cry for fire 
from heaven to conſume the Samaritans; 
when they refuſed to receive Chyiſt: This 
OE = | G . might 


41 
might have been thought a generous con- 
cern for the honour of their Maſter; but 
Jeſus, who knew that their zeal proceed- 
ed rather from the natural averſion they 
had to the Samaritans, than the genuine love 
of God, turned, and rebuked them, and 
ſaid, Ye know not what manner of ſpi- 
« rit ye are of.” We muſt therefore, care- 
fully diſtinguiſh between the ſin and the 
ſinner: and, though we are bound by the 
love of God to hate the thing, we are 
bound by the ſame law to love the perſon, 
who is our neighbour. 'Fhey ſtand con- 
demned by the law who lament not its 
tranſgreſſion, from the pureſt motives of 

love to the Iaw-maker, and grieve not for 
the criminal, from fervent love to their 


neighbour. 
3. We may bring to the ſame bar, and 


condemn thoſe who, inſtead of mourners, 
are imitators of common ſins. Theſe add 
fuel to the general corruption, as it the 
glory of God, and the honour of his law, 
were not ſufficiently eclipſed: as if men 
were too ſlow to trample upon the divine 
authority, too unrelenting in their attacks 
to dethrone the King Eternal. It is a glo- 


tious virtue to be heartily grieved for the 
ſins 


11 


ſins of the world, and not to be fettered 


with the love of them. We find one great 
crime of Iſrael was, they ſpared thoſe na- 
tions which the Lord had devoted to de- 


ſtruction; and then they were mingled a- 


mong them, and learned their works. Hap- 
py are they who can relieve the patient, 


without being infected with the diſtemper. 


O happy ſoul! who canſt be heartily grie- 
ved for the diſhonour of Chriſt ; and who 
caſt all in thy power to reclaim tlie wic- 
ked without a deſire of mingling with them, 
or of partaking of their ſins. 

Again, from what hath been ſaid, the 
children of God may know how to conduct 


themſelves j in time of trial, and where to find 


protection in the greateſt danger. Their de- 


fence is the munition of rocks; their duty is 


to fly unto Jehovah, as doves to their win- 
dows, or as the cloudy Vapour before the 
wind. Divine vengeance 1s ſuſpended o- 


ver theſe God:provoking lands, ſome drops 
of his wrath are already fallen, and there 


is a found of more: Come my people, 


A, . therefore,“ ſaith the Lord, * enter thou 


into thy chambers, and ſhut thy doors a- 
22 bout thee ; hide thyſelf as it were for a 
. -« little 
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little moment, until the indignation be 


“ over-paſt.” The glorious perfections of | 


God in Chriſt, are to believers chambers of 
communion, and walls of Salvation, They 
who enter in thrqugh Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
the door, ſhall never periſh, They wha 
build upon this rock ſhall never be moved. 
« This is the Gad-man, who ſhall be as an 
hiding place to his people from the wind, 
« and a covert from the tempeſt ; as rivers 
of water in a dry place; as the ſhadow of 
0 a great rock in a weary land.” Let the- 
children of Zion, therefore, be joyful inChriſt 
their King; Let them know their privilege, 
who are the faithful witneſſes of Jeſus a- 
gainſt all thoſe abominations done in the 
world. Behold,“ faith Chriſt, I ſet 
before you an open door,” Accept of 
the invitation ; fly to the divine protection, 
as Noah did into the ark when the waters 
came upon the carth, 
5 2+{ Het reformation begin at home, True 
faith looketh upon Chriſt, whom we have 
_ Pierced, and gives us a proper view of the 
nature and demerit of ſin. It maketh a 
man abhor himſelf and mourn; it ſearch- 
eth the hidden things of the heart; it pulls 
down 


down thoſe ſtrong holds which ſin hath rai- 
A againſt Chriſt in the ſoul. Without 
tis perſonal reformation, whatever we may 
1 or do for the reformation of others, 


7 


1 


{-»rching God, than if we would ſlay a 
I un, or cut off a dog's neck. Private de- 
votion, in time of danger, not only calms 
that flutter of ſpirits which is apt, to ariſe 
in weak minds, but it abates that burning 
thirſt which many have after the honours, 
the pleaſures, and profits of the world ; it 
turns their thoughts upon a future ſtate, 
and convinces more and more of the folly of 
a man's putting his truſt in any thing but 


in the living God. Therefore, O my 


friends! let me be importunate with you 
to look into yourſelves, and lay hold of je- 
ſus Chriſt. If you do this, God will ei- 
ther hide you from the ſtorms of the world, 
or ſecure you in heaven. Why gaddeſt thou 
about, O Chriſtian, with the children of Ba- 
bylon ? Come out from among them, and 
be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord. Let that ſtorm 
which diſperſeth others, bring you home 
to God; make you enter your cloſet with 


more eagerneſs, and render your commur 
| mon | 


il be no more acceptable to a pure heart- 
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nion with Jeſus Chriſt more ſtedfaſt and u- 


niform. Remain not abroad in che fields 
of Satan, leaſt, like the Egyptians, the 
ſtorms of divine vengeance overtake you, 
and you be cruſhed under the hailſtones of 
God's wrath. 

Laftly, Be much ew for che ſouls 


of other men; do all you can to ſave them 


from ruin. In a declining ſtate it is but 


little we can do, but we may always lend 
them our prayers, and who knows but God 


may hear, and turn from the fierceneſs of 
his wrath. Before the deſtruction of So- 


dom, the angels commanded Lot to go 


out and warn his friends, and bring all 
with him he could perſuade. If you prove 
unſucceſsful, you will at leaſt free your 
own ſouls from the common guilt; For 
« if you warn the wicked, and he turn not 
« from his wickedneſs, nor from his wic- 


% ked way, he ſhall die in his iniquity ; but 


thou ſhalt deliver thy ſoul.” 
Beſides, by ſuch a conduct thou doft 
imitate thy divine Maſter. Jeſus Chritt 
went about continually doing good in his 
lifetime to the ſouls and backes of men, anc 


at laſt died a moſt painful death to ſave 
them, 


( 


( 


to thoſe who ſigh Inc cry for the ſins of * 


« the foreheads of the men that ſigh, and 
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them from ruin ; and the promiſe of deli- 


liverance from danger in the text, is only 


others: „ And the Lord {aid unto him, G0 
<« thro' the midſt of the eity, through the - 
«© midlt of Jeruſalem, and fer a mark upon 


that cry for all the abominations that be 
done in the midit thereof.” AuE N. 


